______THE BLITZKRIEG HITS LONDON______
at the time is an accurate one. It is an overdrawn
picture which he paints. One could drive through
street after street of London a day or two after Sep-
tember 15 and find no evidence whatever of damage.
Undoubtedly some districts suffered severely but the
destruction was localised and, in relation to the huge
bulk of London, almost a pin-prick. That is not the
present writer's view alone.
In a letter addressed to a London newspaper,1 Mr
W. T. Cranfield, London correspondent of the
Toronto Evening Telegram, challenged the truth of Mr,
Ingersoll's description of the effect of the Blitzkrieg
upon London, and he spoke for other Empire jour-
nalists as well as for himself. Other newsmen who
visited both central London and the suburbs were
unanimous, he stated, in the view that Mr. Inger-
soil's description of streets full of rubble, glass and
bricks, without water, with traffic at a standstill,
with fires raging, was false then and was still false at
the end of November, after eleven weeks of bombing*
A few days later, another letter was published2 from
a firm of London solicitors, who stated that during
the week in question the tornado of devastation
which Mr. Ingersoll had described did not prevent
their staff of over a dozen employees from travelling
each day between their office and their homes in the
suburbs, and that clients were interviewed, letters
received arid despatched, and telephone calls re-
ceived and made via London exchanges, throughout
the period when, if Mr. IngersolPs description were
1 Daily Telegraph, November s>Sa 1940,
2 Daily Telegraph, December 2, 1940.
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